
 

 

Letters to Zimmerman 

March 2010 

On March 8, 2010, I received a notice from the Huffington Post of a new post 

by Dr Michael Zimmerman… 

 

Mar 8, 2010 

Dear Tony, 

     As you might know, I’ve recently been recruited to write for The 

Huffington Post.  My latest contribution has just appeared and I thought 

you’d like to see it.  Click here to read it.  It’s about ex-Pennsylvania 

senator Rick Santorum and his stance of the teaching of evolution.  If you 

like it, please feel free to write a comment or share it with friends. 

      My last piece, on The Clergy Letter Project, was one of the ten most 

commented upon essays for the week!  

       If, for any reason, you don’t want to receive notices when new posts 

appear, just let me know and I’ll stop sending them.  

                                                                             

                   Michael    

Michael Zimmerman  

 

Mar 9, 2010 

Dr Zimmerman, 

Yes, I did know that. Just as I am aware of the Clergy Letter Project. I 

know, because I oppose your efforts. I think both Evolution Weekend and the 

Clergy Compromise Letter absolutely a slap in the face to Biblical authority. 

I think you're just using these misguided, misinformed clergy for your own 

purposes, to undermine the Creationist position and, ultimately, Biblical 

authority. 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-zimmerman/rick-santorum-heed-the-te_b_488759.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-zimmerman/redefining-the-creationev_b_484691.html
http://www.theclergyletterproject.org/


 

 

I find it noteworthy that you've consistently dodged the question as to your 

own religious or lack thereof, dissembling that your beliefs aren't important 

or that you haven't tricked anyone into signing. I think that you know full 

well that your personal beliefs will cast doubt on your motives for promoting 

the view that evolution and religion are compatible. Since you've chosen to 

hide your religious profession, I suspect you do have something that you feel 

you need to hide, despite your excuses. Since you could obviously sweep all 

insinuations and accusations aside by simply professing your religion, it 

seems obvious that you are not an adherent of any established religion, that 

you are either agnostic or more likely an atheist. Despite your dissembling, 

I think you know full well what such an admission would do to your credulity. 

Therefore, I find your entire effort ingenuous.  

I likely will comment on your post. I've read it, but I feel the need to read 

the sources you've cited as well. 

Regards, 

Rev Tony Breeden 

CreationLetter.com 

 

 

Mar 9, 2010 

Tony, 

     You confuse me.  My religious beliefs are actually quite well known and 

stories about them have been published.  I don’t believe that I’m hiding 

anything.   However, The Clergy Letter Project isn’t about one person – I 

have not created a cult!  I have created an avenue for many, many thousands 

of clergy members to join together to express their shared views.  When 

people like you want to turn the focus on me rather than the clergy who are 

the focus of our effort, I resist.  I have no idea how I could possibly have 

tricked any of those people into signing The Clergy Letter.  The Letter 

speaks for itself and if I were using The Letter in any way that were to 

undermine the positions of the clergy who have signed it, I assure you they 

would ask to have their names removed from it.   

I think you would be well advised to stop looking for excuses to explain why 

so many clergy have flocked to this effort and come to the realization that 

religion, in general, and Christianity, in particular, is more robust and 

more meaningful than the narrow perspective you seem to want to force on 

people.  



 

 

I would welcome your comments on any and all of my posts.  That is, after 

all, why I put you on my distribution list to inform you of their presence.  

Meaningful dialogue, rather than name calling as you seem to want to do 

fairly often, really can be important.  

                                                                             

                                   Michael  

Michael Zimmerman  

Professor of Biology  

Butler University  

 

Mar 9, 2010 

Dr Zimmerman, 

  

RE: "My religious beliefs are actually quite well known and stories about 

them have been published" 

With due respect, sir, where? What are your religious beliefs? Where are they 

published? I contacted several well-known Creationist ministries regarding 

your beliefs, personally scoured the Web and asked you directly in several 

emails. You have dissembled from answering directly, sir. 

  

Yet if you can correct me on this score, I will happily apologize.  

  

On a different note, we may have different notions on what constitutes name-

calling. West Virginians are generally blunt as a bag of hammers and rather 

plain spoken. I did make several accusations, but I don't believe I actually 

called you any names. Still, since we may be dealing with different cultural 

contexts, I apologize for any unnecessary offense on my part. 

  

Regards, 

Rev Tony Breeden 

CreationLetter.com 

 

 

Notably, Dr Zimmerman did not respond to this direct request for his 

religious views, but once I thought about it I was convinced that he must’ve 

made his views known somewhere on the blogosphere. After a bit of digging, my 

suspicions were confirmed. Dr Michael Zimmerman is an avowed atheist. This 



 

 

search for his religious views and what I discovered is commented upon 

further in The Hidden Purpose Behind Atheist Dr Michael Zimmerman’s Clergy 

Letter Project. I have made a point of referring to him as “atheist Dr 

Michael Zimmerman” in all posts and comments since that point so that no one 

else will find themselves frustrated at his ambiguity and evasiveness. 

http://kcsg.wordpress.com/2010/03/11/the-hidden-purpose-behind-atheist-michael-zimmermans-pro-evolution-clergy-letter/
http://kcsg.wordpress.com/2010/03/11/the-hidden-purpose-behind-atheist-michael-zimmermans-pro-evolution-clergy-letter/

